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CONFIDENTIAL GABORONE 0699 

E.O. 11652: GDS-1 
TAGS: PFOR, BC, RH 

SUBJECT: BOTSWANA-RHODESIAN RAIL LINK 

REF: A. GABORONE 0625 (NOTAL) 

B. GABORONE 0682 (NOTAL) 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

1. MINISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MOGWE TOLD ME MAY 28 
THAT THE QUESTION OF BOTSWANA CUTTING THE RAIL LINK TO RHODESIA HAD 
NOT BEEN FORMALLY DISCUSSED AT THE KINGSTON COMMONWEALTH 
CONFERENCE. HE SAID THE MATTER HAD BEEN INFORMALLY RAISED 
DURING "CORRIDOR TALK”. NO SPECIFICE PROPOSALS WERE PRESENTED. 
BOTSWANA MADE NO COMMITMENTS. 
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2. MOGWE RECOGNIZED THAT THE CUTTING OF THE RAIL LINK THROUGH 
BOTSWANA TO RHODESIA WOULD HAVE A SERIOUS IMPACT ON THE BOTSWANA 
ECONOMY. MERE FINANCIAL OFFSET FOR REVENUE LOSSES WOULD NOT 
COMPENSATE FOR THE ECONOMIC DAMAGE TO BOTSWANA. 

3. MOGWE MADE CLEAR THAT THE ISSUE OF CUTTING THE RHODESIAN RAIL 
LINK HAD NOT BEEN DISCUSSED IN THE CABINET. HE SAID THE MATTER 
WAS NOT BEING STUDIED AT THE WORKING LEVEL. MOGWE SUGGESTED 
THAT BOTSWANA MIGHT THINK IN TERMS OF REDUCING THE TRANSIT 
TRADE TO RHODESIA BUT NOT CUTTING IT ENTIRELY. EVEN THIS MORE 
LIMITED KIND OF ACTION WOULD DEPEND ON WORKING OUT AN APPROPRIATE 
ARRANGEMENT WITH SOUTH AFRICA TO CARRY BOTSWANA TRAFFIC BY 
TRUCK FROM SOUTH AFRICAN RAILHEADS. 
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